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unuary 16 1958, marks the 75th Anniversary of the Civil

Service Act of 1883, which established the Federal merit system and S —
founded the United States Civil Service Commission. This constructive ' -
leglslatibn, so carefilily drawn that its basic provisions stand D i

“anchanged today, is “he fcundation of a merit system that
more than two million Federal workers.

e Commission traditicnally observes this anriveraary with an
ds ceremony honorirg those of its employees who have earned
for their on-the-job achievements and for length of service,
 ‘Diamond Anniversary is such a significant milestone, we are
our ceremony this year and inviting many friends of the merit e
of the Commission to participate. We of the Commission would = i
have you join us on January 16 at 10:30 a.m. in the Departmental

\m-

“The Commission's Diamond Jubilee Awards Ceremony launches
p-1orig Nationwide observance of the 75th Anniversary cf the
_Merit_Systgm. The observance will be a Mgrass roots" effort coniucted
1 committec. in scores of centerr =f Fadora® smployment v
3 the country. The obJective of the observance is to gain - ol
for the tareer civil service the trcad public understanding ani surport
that 1s 8o necessary to the recrultment and maintenance «f an effective
work force. Many organization:s w~ill participate in an intensive
educational effort to generat: :w.il.. interest in the Federal service-—
to develop awareness and appre.aat:on of the people who compose it,
the important work they perform, and the satisfying career oprortunities
it offers.

The theme of the Commission's birthday ceremory will be
n75 years of service to America," woilih accent on the peorle in the
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oublic service., We will e nonoring tne many individuals and Qrgan-
izations who have contributed 1o ine merit syster over trne past three-
quarters of a century and more.

In keeping witn the tneme of lhe ODSErVAnce, ALy in:iv;duals
and organizations have sent leiters or resoluticns exp;e551ng|the1r'
interest in and support of th2 merit .ystem &nc externding felxzizétlons
on the amniversary. So that al. ot cur exployees will e aware of this
warm feeling and suppori, we rlar = sct aside space in znﬁﬁgep%rimental
Auditorium to display such messages. After the ceremony, aii CI tne
comrunications will be placed Ir ar exhibit in the Cammissicn's Main
Building. We will be glad =c ir~i.oe in this exhibit any messSage

you may feel appropriate or tils cCCoasiol..
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ceremony. 1 hope that ycu Woal Cwoal.w e Joir s

sincerely,
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Harris Ellswerth

{1airman
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